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PROCESS FOR PRODUCING AMINO ACID

This application is a national phase of PCT/IP2012/
073294 filed Sep. 12, 2012, which in turn claims benefit of
Japanese Application No. 2011-198785 filed Sep. 12, 2011.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a process for granulating
L-valine.

BACKGROUND ART

When producing an amino acid by a fermentation method,
the amino acid which has accumulated in the culture is recov-
ered usually as a solid. Examples of methods for the recovery
as a solid include a method which comprises removing the
microbial cells from the culture, passing the residue through
a resin column or the like to remove impurities thereby pre-
paring a crude solution, conducting condensation or the like
to precipitate the amino acid as crystals, and then separating
the crystals from the solution (hereinafter referred to as solid-
liquid separation) to recover the amino acid as crystals.

However, crystals which are, for example, flaky orin a fine
powder form have a poor suitability for solid-liquid separa-
tion and necessity of a prolonged crystal drying time due to
the shape thereof, and there are cases where product quality
and production cost are considerably affected. In addition,
such crystals which are flaky or in a fine powder form have a
low specific gravity and are bulky. Thus, not only the small
amount of the crystals can be packed into containers having a
certain capacity and this packing is not efficient from the
standpoint of transportation, but also there is a possibility that
the amount of the crystals usable in final products is limited.

Examples of methods for avoiding such demerits include a
method in which the amino acid to be obtained is recovered as
large crystals from a solution containing the amino acid.
Patent document 1 discloses a technique in which when an
amino acid of interest is crystallized out after addition of seed
crystals of the amino acid, the size of the amino acid crystals
which are to separate out can be controlled by adjusting the
particle diameter and concentration of the seed crystals. Non-
patent document 1 discloses the facts that the appearance of
crystals of L-isoleucine is changed by addition of [.-alanine
and that granules of L-isoleucine are obtained, depending on
the additive amount of the L-alanine.

However, neither of the two documents discloses or sug-
gests a feature that [-valine granules can be acquired by
adding L-glutamic acid to an aqueous solution containing
L-valine.

PRIOR-ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Document
Patent Document 1: International Publication WO 2006/
109830, pamphlet Non-Patent Document
Non-Patent Document 1: J. Chem. Eng. Data, 53, 2801-
2806, 2008
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

L-valine is purified as granules thereof from a culture
which contains [.-valine. The granulation improves suitabil-
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2

ity for solid-liquid separation and enables [-valine having a
high specific gravity to be acquired.

Means for solving the Problems

The present invention relates to a process described in the

following (1) to (4).

(1) A process for producing [-valine granules, comprising
adding [-glutamic acid to an aqueous solution containing
L-valine so that the amount of L-glutamic acid is 0.5%
weight or more relative to the L-valine, dissolving the
L-glutamic acid, then adjusting the pH of the aqueous
solution to an acidic level and then crystallizing the [-va-
line.

(2) The process described in above (1), wherein the acidic
level is pH 3.0 t0 6.0.

(3) The process described in above (1) or (2), wherein the
crystallization of the L-valine is vacuum concentration
crystallization

(4) The process described in any one of above (1) to (3),
wherein an [.-valine concentration in the aqueous solution
containing [.-valine is 20 g/L. or higher.

Effects of the Invention

According to the present invention, [.-valine granules can
be efficiently produced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The patent or application file contains at least one drawing
executed in color. Copies of this patent or patent application
publication with color drawing(s) will be provided by the
office upon request and payment of the necessary fee.

FIG. 1 shows the shapes of [-valine granules obtained with
various [-glutamic acid additive amounts. (a) shows the
shape of L-valine granules obtained without adding
L-glutamic acid, and (), (¢), and (d) show the shapes of
L-valine granules obtained in the case of adding L-glutamic
acid in amounts of 0.5% by weight, 2.0% by weight, and 4.0%
by weight, respectively, relative to the L-valine.

EMBODIMENTS FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

The process of the present invention is a process for pro-
ducing [-valine granules, comprising adding [.-glutamic acid
to an aqueous solution containing [.-valine so that the amount
of L-glutamic acid is 0.5% weight or more relative to the
L-valine, dissolving the L-glutamic acid, then adjusting the
pH of the aqueous solution to an acidic level and then crys-
tallizing the [-valine.

Examples of the [-valine granules in the present invention
include L-valine granules having such a size that when a
plurality of granules thereof are examined for particle diam-
eter with a microscope, the average particle diameter thereof
is 100 um or larger, preferably from 200 um to 3 mm, more
preferably from 250 um to 2 mm, even more preferably from
500 pum to 1 mm.

The aqueous solution containing [.-valine can be prepared
by a fermentation method in which a microorganism having
the ability to produce L-valine is cultured in a culture medium
to produce and accumulate [-valine in a culture. However,
methods for preparing the aqueous solution are not limited to
the fermentation method, and the aqueous solution may be
prepared, for example, by a synthesis method. The L-valine-
containing aqueous solution prepared by the fermentation
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method may be an aqueous solution obtained by removing
insoluble matter, such as the microbial cells, contained in the
culture by centrifugal separation, membrane treatment, or the
like, and may be an L-valine-containing aqueous solution
which has been further purified using an ion-exchange resin
or the like.

The L-valine concentration in the aqueous solution con-
taining [-valine may be any concentration so long as the
L-valine is granulated by adding glutamic acid thereto and
conducting a crystallization operation. Examples of the aque-
ous solution include solutions having an [L-valine concentra-
tion of preferably 20 g/L. or higher, more preferably 30 g/I. or
higher, even more preferably 40 g/L. or higher, especially
preferably 50 g/L or higher.

L-Glutamic acid is added to the L-valine-containing aque-
ous solution so that the amount thereof relative to the L-valine
is 0.5% by weight or more, preferably 1.0 to 6.0% by weight,
more preferably 1.5 to 5.0% by weight, even more preferably
2.0 to 4.0% by weight. The higher the concentration of
L-glutamic acid in the solution is, the larger the size of the
L-valine granules to be obtained by the subsequent crystalli-
zation operation is, and the more the amount of L-glutamic
acid to be simultaneously crystallized out by the crystalliza-
tion operation is as well. Consequently, when the amount of
L-glutamic acid which comes into the L-valine granules is
desired to be reduced, the amount of the L-glutamic acid to be
added can be controlled in accordance with an allowable
inclusion amount of L-glutamic acid.

The L-glutamic acid to be added may be solid, or may be an
aqueous solution of L-glutamic acid. When L-glutamic acid
has been added, the solution may be heated according to need
in order to dissolve either the [.-valine or the L-glutamic acid
contained in the solution.

When L-glutamic acid is added to the aqueous solution of
L-valine, it is preferred to add the L-glutamic acid while
stirring the solution.

It is preferred that after the addition of L-glutamic acid, the
pH of the aqueous solution should be adjusted to an acidic
level. Specifically, the pH thereof is adjusted to 3.0 to 6.0,
preferably 3.5 to 5.0, more preferably about 4.0. For the pH
adjustment, sulfuric acid can, for example, be used.

After the pH adjustment, a crystallization operation is con-
ducted to form granules of the L-valine. The crystallization
may be conducted by any method whereby [.-valine granules
are obtained, for example, a method in which an organic
solution, such as ethanol or butanol, is added or a method in
which the aqueous solution is cooled. However, crystalliza-
tion by vacuum concentration is preferred.

In the case where vacuum concentration was conducted,
the concentrated solution obtained is held at a constant tem-
perature, such as 10 to 30° C., preferably 15 to 25° C., more
preferably about 25° C., for 30 minutes to 15 hours, prefer-
ably 1 to 10 hours, more preferably 2 to 8 hours. Thus, the
granules can be ripened.

By subjecting the concentrated solution containing gran-
ules to solid-liquid separation by an operation, such as cen-
trifugal separation, granules of [.-valine can be obtained.

The granules obtained by the separation may be washed
with an aqueous solution, thereby removing impurities adher-
ent to the surface thereof.

EXAMPLE 1

Acquisition of [-Valine Granules by Addition of
L-Glutamic Acid

L-Glutamic acid, .-alanine, or L.-arginine acid (each being
an amino acid having a purity of 99.0% manufactured by
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Kyowa Hakko Bio Co., Ltd.) was added into a 1,000-mL glass
vessel which contained 100 mL of 50 g/L. aqueous L-valine
solution (obtained by dissolving [.-valine having a purity of
99.0% manufactured by Kyowa Hakko Bio Co., Ltd., in 100
ml of distilled water), in a concentration of 2.0% by weight
relative to the L-valine. The contents were stirred, while being
kept at 60° C., until the L-valine and the added amino acid
were completely dissolved. Then, the aqueous solution was
gradually cooled to 30° C.

Sulfuric acid or 5 mol/LL sodium hydroxide was added to
the aqueous solutions to adjust the pH of each solution to 4.0.

Subsequently, each glass vessel was sealed, the tempera-
ture was elevated to 80° C., and the pressure was reduced,
thereby conducting vacuum concentration. The aqueous solu-
tion which had undergone the vacuum concentration was
rapidly cooled to 25° C. and allowed to stand at this tempera-
ture for 5 hours.

As aresult, granules of [-valine were formed in the solu-
tion to which L-glutamic acid had been added. However, in
the solutions to which the other amino acids had been added,
L-valine was able to be obtained only as microcrystals.

EXAMPLE 2

Concentration of L-Glutamic Acid and Formation of L-Va-
line Granules

The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted,
except that no amino acid was added or L-glutamic acid was
added to the aqueous L-valine solution in a concentration of
0.5, 2.0, or 4.0% by weight, in place of adding L-glutamic
acid, L-alanine, or L-arginine acid.

Whether granules had been formed or not was ascertained
with a microscope (Keyence Digital microscope VHX-900).
As a result, it was ascertained that [-valine is granulated in
the case where L-glutamic acid was added in a concentration
0t 0.5% by weight or higher, as shown in FIG. 1.

EXAMPLE 3

pH of the Solution and Formation of L.-Valine Granules

The same procedure as in Example 1 was conducted,
except that [-glutamic acid was added as the only amino acid
in place of adding L-glutamic acid, [.-alanine, or [.-arginine
acid and that the pH of the aqueous solution was thereafter
adjusted to 4.0, 7.0, or 10.0.

As a result, granules were formed at pH 4.0. However, at
pH 7.0 and pH 10.0, no granules were formed and only
microcrystals of L-valine were yielded.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

According to the process of the invention, it has become
possible to industrially produce granules of L-vainer, which
are easy to handle.

The invention claimed is:
1. A process for producing [.-valine crystal granules, com-
prising:
adding [-glutamic acid to an aqueous solution containing
L-valine so that the amount of L-glutamic acid is 0.5%
by weight or more relative to the L-valine;
dissolving the [.-glutamic acid;
then adjusting the pH of the aqueous solution to an acidic
level; and
then precipitating the L-valine as crystals.
2. The process according to claim 1, wherein the acidic
level of the aqueous solution is pH 3.0 to 6.0.
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3. The process according to claim 1, wherein the precipi-
tation of the [.-valine is conducted under reduced pressure.

4. The process according to claim 1, wherein L-valine is
present in the aqueous solution at 20 g/IL or higher.

5. The process according to claim 2, wherein the precipi- 5
tation of the [.-valine is conducted under reduced pressure.

6. The process according to claim 2, wherein L-valine is
present in the aqueous solution at 20 g/IL or higher.

7. The process according to claim 3, wherein L-valine is
present in the aqueous solution at 20 g/IL or higher. 10
8. The process according to claim 5, wherein L-valine is

present in the aqueous solution at 20 g/IL or higher.
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